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PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISION

By Jocelyne Hébert, in collaboration with J. A. René Bourassa, Eng., Senior Advisor, Practice Supervision, 
Josée St-Germain, Technician, Practice Supervision, and Bernard Cyr, Eng., Head of Practice Supervision and 
Secretary of the Professional Inspection Committee

Are you an engineer who receives requests 
for small contracts outside of your regular 

practice? Whether you accept these contracts 
to help out others from time to time or 

increase your annual income, you must always 
fulfill your professional obligations when you 

engage in occasional private practice. 
Below are three questions to guide you.

ARE YOU PRACTICING IN YOUR FIELD OF EXPERTISE?

Occasional private practice can take engineers outside of their 
field of expertise. That is why you must seriously ask yourself 
the following question before accepting the occasional job: 
“Do I have the expertise to do it?”

Occasional private practice: 
three things to keep in mind
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Regardless of the type of job it is or the reasons it ended up on 
your desk, and even if it merely involves helping out your in-
laws, you must still adhere to this section of the Code of Ethics 
of Engineers:

3.01.01. Before accepting a mandate, an engineer must bear in 
mind the extent of his proficiency and aptitudes and also the 
means at his disposal to carry out the mandate.

This section also applies to projects that you agree to do free 
of charge.

In other words, you have a responsibility to ask yourself and 
answer this question. If you conclude that you do not have the 
required knowledge, you need to acknowledge this and turn 
down the project.

IS YOUR PRACTICE COVERED BY THE PROFESSIONAL 
LIABILITY INSURANCE PLAN?
The OIQ’s professional liability insurance plan covers occasional 
private practice, provided the following conditions are met:

• You provide professional services alone and for your own 
account;

• The fees you receive in your private practice do not exceed 
$10,000 per year (i.e. from March 31 in one year to March 31 
in the next).

Si If you do not meet these conditions, for example, because 
the annual fees you receive are higher than $10,000, you must 
join the group supplementary plan (see the box).

HAVE YOU DECLARED YOUR OCCASIONAL PRIVATE 
PRACTICE IN YOUR MEMBER PROFILE? 
If you engage in occasional private practice, you must edit 
your member profile within 30 days of accepting your first 
occasional job.

Then, in the Member Portal, under the «Place(s) of Practice» tab 
of your profile, you must:

• declare your new employer, which is yourself;
• specify that it is for occasional private practice.

Please note that engineers who have retired status on the 
OIQ’s roll may not provide professional engineering services, 
even as part of occasional private practice.

You should also know that in its professional inspections, the 
OIQ evaluates occasional private practice in the same way it 
does full-time private practice.

One last piece of advice: Make sure that you review the previous 
three points as your occasional private practice changes... t

How does occasional private practice impact your professional 
liability insurance? 
The group professional liability insurance plan, often called the basic group plan, offers $250,000 in coverage per 
claim and $500,000 in coverage per project. All engineers are covered by this plan.

However, it does not cover your private practice if you earn over $10,000 per year from these types of projects 
or work as an independent contractor for a partnership or legal entity. In both cases, you must join the group 
supplementary liability insurance plan, which provides more coverage. To do so, you must contact the OIQ’s 
authorized broker.

To contact BFL Canada:
Tel.: 514 315-4529 or (toll free) 1 833 315-4529
E-mail: ingenieur@bflcanada.ca


