
A 
few months ago, we introduced this 

column in your plan magazine in 

order to clarify certain sections of 

the Engineers Act and give you examples 

of recent actions taken by the Ordre 

des ingénieurs du Québec to monitor 

and prevent unlawful practice. Since the 

ENG2020 Plan was launched, the OIQ has 

stepped up its actions along these lines. As 

a result, during the 2018-2019 fi scal year, it 

instituted 54 legal proceedings for cases of 

unlawful use of the title and illegal practice 

of the profession. But was it always like this? 

Was the OIQ concerned about monitoring 

illegal practice in its fi rst years of existence? 

Our friends in the records department have 

rummaged through the archives for us and 

uncovered a few gems. Thanks to them, in 

this special 100th anniversary column, we 

will take you on a quick trip back in time.

ILLEGAL SIGNAGE
IN QUEBEC CITY

This case was reported by an employee of 

the Ministry of Transportation, in Quebec 

City, who sent a photo of a general 

mechanic’s garage, located on Couronne 

Street in the district of Limoilou. Based on 

the address, this garage was located on 

the site of the current Rothmans, Benson & 

Hedges plant. As you can see in the photo, 

the owner advertised himself as a mechanic-

electrician engineer on the façade of the 

building. In a letter dated February 24, 

1928, the registrar of the Corporation of 

Professional Engineers of Quebec, the OIQ’s 

ancestor, wrote to him: “cease immediately 

from advertising yourself as an ‘engineer’ on 

your signs, your stationary, business cards, 

in telephone almanacs and addresses, etc., 

and if you fail to do so, the Council of the 

Corporation would be forced to take legal 

action against you to protect the rights and 

privileges of the members of the Corporation 

of Professional Engineers of Quebec“.

This story ended with the owner promising 

to promptly change the signs and ads where 

he called himself an engineer. In his letter of 

reply to the Corporation, the owner actually 

tried to obtain a grace period to correct 

the outdoor signs so that he could avoid 

having to “send painters out on the roads, 

which is impractical especially on winter 

roads.“ Nevertheless, the Corporation’s 

authorities did not grant him the requested 

grace period. Just imagine the painter who 

traveled by sleigh over Québec’s roads 

during the winter of 1928 to remove the word 
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“engineer” on that mechanic’s signs. His task could 

not have been easy, because Environment Canada 

tells us that the average temperature in February 1928 

was -11.2°C and that 46.5 cm of snow fell in Quebec City 

during the month!

OTHER EXAMPLES OF REPORTED 
UNLAWFUL USE OF THE TITLE

A Council meeting record from February 1924 tells 

us a little more about the types of offences reported 

at that time as well as the potential consequences 

for offenders. It outlines two cases involving illegal 

practice allegations. In the fi rst case, design plans for 

the heating system of Beauharnois College may have 

been prepared by an individual who was not a member 

of the Corporation. This individual signed the plans as a 

“heating engineer, H.E.”

The same record discusses another inquiry case 

concerning an individual who used the title of civil en-

gineer, when he was not yet a member of the Corpo-

ration. According to the document, this individual had 

actually failed the admission examination, which in 

those days was a three-day examination that had to be 

passed in order to acquire the title of engineer.

THE RESPONDENT
WILL HAVE TO PAY A FINE OF...

The fi nes for illegal practice offences are currently set 

by the Professional Code. These fi nes were increased 

in 2017; they now range from $2,500 to $62,500 for 

individuals and from $5,000 to $125,000 for legal entities. 

What were they at the beginning of the century?

The record of the Council’s meeting on February 2, 1924 

answers this question. It explains that the Corporation 

had won a court case against a company that was 

found guilty and sentenced to pay a fi ne of $100, 

plus costs. This amount would equal $1,041 in today’s 

currency, which is half of the minimum fi ne currently 

imposed on offenders. By increasing the fi nes in 

June 2017 from a minimum of $1,000 to a minimum 

of $2,500, lawmakers wanted to refl ect the greater 

importance ascribed to these offences for the purpose 

of protecting the public.

THE MORE THINGS CHANGE…

This quick trip back in time shows us that cases of 

unlawful title use like the ones reported in the 1920s 

are unfortunately still frequent nowadays. It also shows 

us that people do not really know which titles and acts 

are reserved for engineers in Québec. Unlawful use of 

the title actually accounts for 33% of all charges fi led, 

followed closely by illegal practice of the profession 

at 28%. These data remind us of why it is important to 

continue our prevention and monitoring activities. 

 In the 1920s, the 
Corporation was 
already receiving many 
reports of offences 
involving the use of the 
engineer title by non-
members.
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